nce again, the Natomal Aviary
made its annual |"'I|:;'.'||::.'|:-_l.“. ]

the small fsh

g village of El
Cinvo, Meaeo, This area 15 located on
the northemn tip of the Yocitan peninsu
la and is home to the larrest breeding
colony of Canbbean Flamingos

{ Phoeniopterus ruder), Since all of the
Canbbean flamingos live in one main
area in Mexico, any single criss could
decrease their numbers dramatically, The
fHamingos are a threatened species due 1o
pollution, environmental toxins, preda
tors and diseases. The purpose of this
innual conservation trip is to put ident
fication leg bands on fledgling Hamingoe
and collect samples for numerous

resesirch programs. The information

gathered will help idenitiby

> problems and ways

of example,
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power lines frequently killed
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i plac
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i the lnes acted a5 a

ing large red balls

deterrent and stopped the deaths
Flamngos are fascinanng birds for
many reasons. Onoe a year, they picka

lagoon or “Ria” and flock together by the

thousands to miake tall mud nests. The
chicks are fed by both of the parents and
remain on the nests uniil they are old
enough to enter the veater, at about ten
days old, These fragile chicks will leave
the nest permanently to sanm to o purs

ery or “créche” located on a sandbar. The

parents fhv off daily to feed and the
chicks are lefi under the watchful eves of
appo nted nannies. The flamingos feed
on cnstaceans, bhoe-green alpae, and
other materials they strain from the
mitrient rich waters, which actually turns
ther f=athers ':'-i' le. The chacks -.|-.:--'_.{
thear day explonng the shallow waters
while the nanmies keep them in a com

pact group to less

en the chance of preda-
tiom. -'I.I'I|'~r 1 ::'-ll-_'h dav -1"'::'.' Fing ;:.r
fond, thousands of parents fly back, tun
ng the w-L:.' PIr |:. One -:|"|'u*- sk |".-=.'i
nanng things about faminges 15 that
thev find thear own chick amongst the
thousands by its voice. Imagine trving o
find vour chald in n sea of thoasands of
children st by voice! Tt 15 amazing o

aav the least
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=l |'-:.' the Dhallas Foo and

pordinat
twio Ivlexicar
orramzatens: Minos v Cnas and the Ria
Largartos Beserva de la Biosfera. Diave
Miller,
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aviculianst at the Nationa

eled o0 Mexico for the
mast ban vears and vwas soined this vear
by Dr. Pilar Fish. Although it takes ar

enfre vesr o plan, this amazing progect

an update on
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takes |-f ACE I ONE M At davbreak.

over 4 hundred local residents wade o
the water and form 2 “human chan®
around just the flamingo chicks

-'|||1E'-r.-'-: mrately M} chicks are herded

nto a man-made cormal on the beach

r_'\.'i_-: |-‘:.-||:||-|.' :If.'-|| :'.:||-'E'- are p woed on
every bird by experienced zoo |'.".-I':'
sionals, The chicks are then weighed
wath body measurements taken for
research studies an prowth. Blood and
Top & imples are taken from some birds

to screen tor disessses



