Life with Walter,
our African Grey Parrot

by Randi Dawtlar, Aviary Meambsr

wenty-cne years ago my husband, Van, and [ .'.|.-:|.|:||'|I:=|:| a %1% month ald

{:'nl:l.g-::- Afreean ﬁre:.' Purrest. Uither pet birels were available for sale bt we

weere intrigued by the faer thar African Cereys are considered quite intelligent,
Tnve exealler lu]h:i.ng :|]::-'|]il_'|-' wne eormmuemente l.'eT|.1.|.|]_'r E:-_'!.' :IH!—:J-ri.Iri.IIE wrords with
satuationg. In the FEATE SINce, Wilter has become o wonderful, ralkative, leving and

well-wncanlized pet. We have leamed o read his '|:-|.1|.1:|.' |||.|1§|.|:|.ngr u:|:||i.|'i.]1:|.'|e hag neads

and wants and give him the nurtunng c\-::-|||E:-.~|.|1i|:||:|.i|:ti]1 he requires,

Birean ('-'re_l.'.-: are [lock ammuals that :I'E|:|I.L-I|.'\'E the |.'|:||:|:|.]'|.'||:|.'||:|-1'.|:-'|1i.|_'| of others o .-::l.'l'u-:ifr' an innate peed for soculizanon. YVan and |
hnve tmken pet -:-1'.-1:|mi:|ir very seriously and have incorporated Weilter into our life in ETELIY WAYE. His cage is inomy home
offwe/fnmily room and be has perches in our dining room and bedroom. His favarite place 18 on my shoulder where be quietly
and patiently sits while I de things around the house, In the summer he loves to bewiath us (m lus travel eage) under an wmbrella
]:-_'.' the Es-c:-c:-'l.

Shanng rmy hioma with a pet bind has mpacted my e and workvew

* | hawve become much more sensitive to the needs of lving creattres which have homted means of communicanng warth homans,

* I have become more of an environmentalist and understand the relationships between different species of animals and plants.

* | have a greater apprection of the global politics of bard corservation, such ns the need 1o prevent the elirmination of habatae
serving ragratory bards and to preserve genetcally diverse bird populations,

¥ |"-':|:|.' husbaend and 1 repubarly moke chanrable conmbunoens wo support the progooms of the Mational Ay,

* | have served on the Board of the Aviary and continue to copumunicate the Aviary's mission to o broad audience,
Wilter hins certmnly mfluenced us in many “'J_'r:-'['['ﬁr: lirtle Bandle of joy makes us happy, binds our Bamly wnit together and

has broadened our J.FFHL-'J:ui-::-n of the warld arcund us.

oird books The Sibley Guide to Birds

i he Maticnal Audubon Sccisty, A Chantickeer Frass Bditon, 2000, Alfred A, Knopt, Inc,, MNew York
wiritten and illustrated by David Allen Sibley, reviewed by Mark Bremer, Lesd Avicuthoist

n 1934, Roger Tory Peterson redefined the way people look at the natural world by producing his *field-top friendh” Fiedd

{rusdy o the By, For the first time, a portable book combining fine painted plates and species natural history was available to

the masses, Today, Petersons contemporary, Diavid Allen Sibley, continues the Peterson concept wath a touch of his own inge-
nuity, The Nifdey Cude fo the Bordr is certainly my pick for one of the most outstanding tdentification guides for the birds of North
America, Sibley’s guide packs in #10 native and non-native species of avian fauna that are found on the continent. Nature enthu-
sinsts from the professional ornithologist to the beginner birdwatcher will find this back & must-have acqusition.

Thiz beok 15 geared specifically for aiding the identification of birds in the field, The guide opens with an impressively thor-
ough 22-page introduction, explonng interesting topics like aberrant plumages, plumage wear and fading, and malt cycles. Sibley
also includes detailed coverage of passerine, shorebird, waterfowl and gull topography:

The beauty of Sibley’s guide iz in its crganization and its novel approach to the bird families. Sibley etficiently includes every
plumage and every subspecies, at rest and in flight. Te minimize page flipping, Sibley places sumlarly locking species side-by-side.
His introductory pages for each family or group of related bird families provide a pictorial preface for the spedes found in those
groups allowing for a quick comparison. I found these pages quite convenient when preparing for diverse, ssmilar, and symimedtri-
eal groups, such as waterfow], warblers, and sparrows, In conclusion, no other book compares to the wealth of information this
guide provides. YWe invite you to see how this book can agmficantly improve your identification shalls,



