This vear the Aviarys ivolement
took o new fum. YWe added a tnage sta-
tion where veterinanans could examine
every bird after they were banded. The
healthy birds were immediately released
and momitored by Diave as they swam
back to the nursery, Any stressed or 1l
birds were taken to a "hospital™ made on
the beach and evaluated by Pilar and the
other veis, When long-leoged birds such
a5 Hamingos are ill, they cannot easily
stand up and can unfortunately hurt
themselves when strugghing, To avaid
injuries, 3o Yvorld has desgned a
padded, waterproof shing to hang weak
birds in. These slings were mads so the
weak ones could hang in themn whils
they recerved medical treatments, The
birds adjust quickly to being placed in
the zlings and they recovered better,
Frior to the tnp, D, Fish held »
domation drive to collect medical sapplies
and drugs for the Mexican wildlife
preserve. “Special thanks goes to the
veterinanans and physcians of
Fittsburgh who senemosly donated
the much-needed medical ;upplies.

The National Aviary is honored to
contribute time, resources, and expertise

CONS

to this crucial project to help preserve
these threatened famingos, The flammn-
g0 roundup and banding process for the
M} chicks takes only two hoars, with a
tesm of 20 biolo-
gi5ts, three vets, and
101} people from El
Cuya, oll coming
together to make a
difference. The ben-
efits are long-last-
ing, Little 15 known
about the migration,
diet, breeding, reaning, and health of the
flamingos. Bielogists can now use the
data collected to learn more about the
flamingss and identify hazards to their
survival. Chnee a problem is identified,
then o solution can be made, with a
long-term goal of protecting this

special area in Meaco and its amazng
flamingos,
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by Pilar Fish DV, Direclor of Vetennary Madicine & Dave Miller, Ssvculiusist
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Pilar's Thoughts:

Wildlife conservation is a complex and
controversial topic. The continoally-
growing human population does have
i detrimental impact
on wildlife. Almost
all the problems
threatening the
flamingos are from
people: pollution,
dirrazes, and loss of
habitat, We have 5
responstbility to find
a solution to the problem. There are
many ways to directly or indirectly
contribute to wildhfe conservation. 1E
vou would like to hear more phout
how to become: mvalved i the fAamin-
g0 project, please contact us ot the
Natonmal Aviary.

Dave's Thoughts:

My personal belief 1=
that every conservn-
fion 1ss0e is due to
hurnan population,
ond the effect we
have on ouwr world, 1
fesl 1t not only 15 my
- job as an aviclturist
nt the Matonal
Awiary, but s 2 human being shanng
this planet, to make a change and
leave behind o world that is beautiful,
and majestic for the children of the
future. If there’s anything, I would fike
for you to ke from the National
Axtary’s conservation efforts and other
conservation programs, it is the real-
ization that everyone can make a dif-
ference, Please visit the Avinny to learn
mare about wikat you can do to help
OUF CONSETVAtION PIOjects.

Sponsor a Flamngo through our
Adopt-A-Bird program!|
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