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On 27-28 June 1997, while engaged in field work for
projects on genetic relationships of Caribbean birds, all
except S. Latta were camped at a smalt (approximately 0.1 ha
[1/3 acre]), cement-sided water reservoir at approximately
1050 m in elevation along Alcca Road in the Aceitillar zone
of the Parque Nacional Sierra de Baoruco, Dominican Re-
public. In the late afternoon and early evening, as well as the
following morning, this reservoir atiracted many individuals
of several bird species, some of which are otherwise uncom-
mon, very locally distributed, and difficult to observe. All
were making use of the reservoir either as a source of drinking
walter, or as a foraging location for insects occurring near the
water surface. The reservoir is in the open understory of the
Pinus occidentalis forest that is common at that elevation.

Our estimates of numbers of birds observed are 10-15
Antillean Siskins (Carduelis dominicensis) and 15-20 White-
winged Crossbills (Loxia leucoptera) that came to drink at
the edge of the reservoir. Foraging for insects near the water
surface were 5-10 Golden Swallows (Kalochelidon
euchrysea) and 20-25 Caribbean Martins (Progne
dominicensis). These species appear to be resident in the area
throughout the year, as they have also been recorded from
each of the months of October to April by Latta. Laita has
observed large numbers (flocks of up to 24 individuals) of
Palm Crow (Corvus palmarum) and Plain Pigeon (Colwnba
inornata). Also frequenting the area and using the reservoir
are Hispaniolan Parrot (Amazona venrralisy, Hispaniolan
Parakeet (Aratinga chloroprera), and Olive-throated Para-
keet (A, nana). All of these species are known to breed in the
ar¢n and may do so in large numbers. We estimate at least 30
breeding pairs of crossbills regularly use the reservoir as a
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source of water.

In late June, there can be quite high afternoon tempera-
tures (>28° C) and low rainfall in this area. Low rainfall may
also be expected in late winter (December—March). The
small reservoir may be providing a critical resource for local
birds. No other reliable and predictable sources of fresh
water are available in the vicinity,

Since this small reservoir appeared to be a magnet,
attracting many individuals of locally rare or potentially
threatened endemic taxa, we suggest that providing more
such dependable sources of fresh water would be an excel-
lent, relatively inexpensive conservation tool. Creation of
several small reservoirs at scattered locations could poten-
tially have an extremely beneficial effect on local popula-
tions of Hispaniolan birds. However, precisely because this
reservoir is a magnet for birds, it has also been a magnet for
illegal hunting: Pigeons are especially sought by hunters.
Whereas hunting pressure seems to have been recently re-
duced, remains of birds are still frequently found. We
therefore suggest that in addition to construction of more
reservoirs, there must also be firtn control of illegal hunting.
Birds using this reservoir seem especially wary. Crossbills
have been seen to spend 40 minutes passing between trees
lining the reservoir and making sallies over the water before
finally settling and drinking.

In addition to the conservation benefits of establishing
more reservoirs and reducing hunting pressure, there would
also be a potential eco-tourism benefit if several localities
existed where some of the uncommon endemics could reli-
abiy be found and observed.
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